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ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION?

DO YOU THINK THAT THE CURRENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ARE MAKING POLICIES AND DECISIONS THAT ARE HELPING THE GRASS ROOTS OF THE SPORT?

THE E.T.T.A. OFFICERS ARE ALEX MURDOCH (CHAIRMAN), PETER BRADLEY (DEPUTY CHAIRMAN) AND MARTIN CLARK (TREASURER) HAVE BEEN RE-ELECTED UNOPPOSED. IS THIS BECAUSE THEY ARE THE PEOPLE BEST ABLE TO REPRESENT YOUR VIEWS OR BECAUSE NO ONE ELSE WANTS HIGH OFFICE? 

O - O - O - O - O
BACK TO THE FUTURE

Four years ago, many people voted for change when the team of Murdoch (Chairman), Johns (Deputy Chairman) and Clark (Treasurer) challenged for the top positions of the English Table Tennis Association.

Since then, Mike Johns unfortunately had to resign owing to health problems but what has happened to the promised Policy of Change?

Former Management Committee members Sandra Deaton, Jim Beckley, Keith Ponting and Jim Beckley continue to sit at the top table.  Even Jenny Heaton is the wife of a former Management Committee member.  We hear a rumour that Mike Holt will shortly be rejoining that esteem body.  

So where is the Policy of Change?

At every National Council meeting, Alan Ransome (now National Councillor for Cleveland, again) demonstrates that he is the most knowledgeable person on the national table tennis scene.

WERE OUR VOTES IN VAIN?

O - O - O - O - O
FOREVER BLOWING BUBBLES...BEND IT LIKE BECKLEY
The ETTA's own figures indicate that, since Alex Murdoch came to power, if those are the right words, we have lost a further 10% of our members. This is not an unusual state of affairs, not so different from the long reign of Chairman Ransome and his predecessors.
What is different is the lack of any visible concern displayed by the leadership of today. Businesses that lose 10% of their turnover are generally en route to going bust and organisations that lose members on such a scale also do not have a great future, if indeed any future at all. However, as one reads the masses of papers which are sent out by the ETTA, one looks in vain for a single line that deals with this problem. An army of Development Officers is travelling the country or sitting in offices, but most of us have not seen any of them for a long time, if at all. We have not seen a short letter from the ETTA which offers help on this or indeed any matter.
At ETTA headquarters in Hastings on the seaside there is now triple the staff that existed in the days of John Prean, when rather more was going on. New posts are introduced, not to say invented at an alarming rate. The ETTA, and such new posts, are funded with taxpayers' or lottery money and so the ETTA can spend, spend, spend, whilst taxpayers pay and the ETTA's financial situation seems to improve without any notable sponsorship or substantial income.
At local level one notices, of course, that where there were once 12 divisions, there are now two or three and this brings more uneven or poor contests.
Over the years we have understood the message that little may be expected of the ETTA, apart from the collection of inflation-proof fees for which we get nothing. However, one area where we could get help is in the field of publicity. After all, if the sport is in the public eye, the odd new people do appear, hoping to give the game a try. In time this means new players.
This may be news to most of us, but in high office, on the ETTA's management committee, there sits a Vice Chairman of Public Relations whose job it is to assist us along the above lines.
He issues quarterly reports to the ETTA National Council and the one of January 2007 states: "Press Publicity continues to increase with more copy than ever devoted to our sport ......." How CAN Mr Beckley put before us such utter nonsense? "More copy than ever" as he seems to see it, consists of less than ever. This is quite obvious.
This is not only due to the sad death of John Woodford who, most weeks, got two or three items into the Daily Telegraph. These have ended. The other newspapers virtually ignore us. We are lucky to get two or three items per year. This is what Mr Beckley calls "more copy than ever."!!
This particularly ignores happier days when the English Open Finals were played before ten thousand at Wembley, when we staged a number of European and World Championships, when we played Test Matches and Tours against China, Sweden, Russia and France. Thousands of people came to watch and a great deal of newspaper space was attracted. To tell us that anything in in today's sleepy public relations situation resembles those great days is ridiculous. To say we get "more than ever", when so clearly it is less, is an insult to our good sense.
Mr Beckley seems to think, to bowdlerise Voltaire, that if we can't get publicity, we have to invent it, to pretend that we do.
If only he were truthful with us, we would have a great deal of sympathy with him. There never was, so to speak, a great refreshment market for empty beer glasses and to stage events which will attract publicity for the sport, one needs the english players that people will want to see. The truth is that we have not had a plausible national team for many years. There are a few good juniors, even one excellent one, but, in say, soccer there is no market for Under 17 play. People want to see strong national teams or individuals who can win at world level.
We have had a string of overseas coaches who have fobbed us off with glib talk about "youth policies" which led to fine salaries for them, but no strong national teams for us, who would create the interest needed to realise Mr Beckley's dream, one he alone sees as a reality, when the press really contributes more space for table tennis. If all goes well, people then start playing and watching and the sport grows again.
Where we have some influence over the printed word is in our own Magazine Table Tennis News. This, Mr Beckley tells us, has "new branding" (whatever that may mean). Printed on better paper, it is more colourful, there is a fresh picture of the chairman in every issue. Unfortunately content has been forgotten and, reminiscences apart, there is little to read and, as if this were not enough, space is wasted on an epic scale. A pedestrian headline like "China against the World" may take more than half a page. The letter page(s) have disappeared completely. One assumes that the leadership feels that what people send in is not worth printing any more or, of course, that members have really given up the ghost and cannot be bothered to write to us any more. There was a time when this was the best part of the journal, when the sport came alive. Now perhaps what seems a particularly dull leadership may feel it alone is worth hearing.
Mr Beckley pays a warm tribute to what I presume to be the moving spirits behind Table Tennis News, two chaps I do not know and have not noticed. However, I would be more impressed, if they managed to get the journal out on time. The December issue reached me on the 12th of January and so the Chairman's Christmas Greetings it included were similarly late.
It is, of course, unlikely that the Magazine will ever be read by very many outsiders, but it should treat our members with a little more respect, enlighten and inform rather than patronise and that in such a boring way that it is agonising to turn the pages, let alone read much of what is assembled.
Good public relations should start in our own circle and backyard and the present version of Table Tennis News does little more than blow bubbles of hot air.
There is no substitute for a sensible public relations policy which in time brings us new members whom we so badly need to get the sport moving.
O - O - O - O - O
Grass roots write .......
Back in 1986, John Prean was elected Chairman of the English Table Tennis Association and discovered that the English Table Tennis Association was virtually bankrupt. Mr Prean rejuvenated the ETTA and over £400,000 was in the Association's bank account when he retired in 1991. Not only did he leave the Association on a firm financial footing but his term of office had seen table tennis on our television scenes on a regular basis as a result of Invitation Televised Masters Events and foreign teams being invited to play tours in this country. 
Early in 2006, the ETTA Honours Committee recommended John Prean for Life Membership. This recommendation went to the National Council meeting in April. After a heated debate, the National Council voted against the recommendation. The major opposition was voiced by Mrs Doreen Stannard (herself a Life Member) and Mrs DM Kirkwood from Sussex (a comparative newcomer to National Council).

What does this tell us about the ETTA National Council? (Worksop)
O - O - O - O - O
The E.T.T.A. is spending an enormous amount of money on two leading players but where is that money going? Not on payment of fees to the players as that was stopped about ten years ago. However a look at the ETTA Directory lists SK Hansen (Technical Manager), J Y Liu (National Coach), D Berriman (National Coaching Officer), Mrs J Parker (Technical Administrator). Jia lives in South Yorkshire but seems to spend more time in China than here, Jill lives in Preston and Hansen is based in Nottingham. So what coaching do they do other than supervising Drinkhall and practice partners in various parts of the world.

At the same time, more and more events take place in this country without the leading players. Average players become leading players on the Grand Prix circuit. (Bristol) 

O - O - O - O - O
Since Alex Murdoch became chairman of the E.T.T.A., the editorial of Table Tennis News has been taken into the Offices of the ETTA in Hastings. Lots of blank spaces have appeared between numerous photographs especially the chairman and a certain Cleveland player. Often the same photograph is repeated. Letters and informed debate have been lost in the interests of keeping up the management spin that everything is going well. Does anybody in the ETTA Public Relations know that we want to read NEWS - NOT blank spaces, photographs and schoolboy writing about trivia? (Bucks)
O - O - O - O - O
The heart of table tennis in this country is the local leagues who have been losing membership regularly for too long a period. One of the solutions to this problem was to set up an ETTA Membership Committee. They have been trying to produce a booklet of Members' Benefits for a couple of years ..... but we still wait. What could the holdup be? 

Another solution is the introduction of Individual Registration. Not every league is co-operating (in fact, less than half) but Mr Murdoch hopes to prove that we have more members than we thought. Therefore, the loss of teams must have been just an illusion?

Can we suggest more television coverage, publicity and recruitment drives? (Oxford)

O - O - O - O - O
The number of National Inter-League Team Competitions has grown tremendously in the past twenty years. In fact from four (Wilmott Cup, Rose Bowl, Carter Cup and Bromfield Trophy) to ten.
However because of a slump in the number of leagues entering teams {240 in 1988/89 to 134 in 2005/06} the National Inter-League Competitions were suspended for the 2006/07 season.
Maybe someone should explain to competitions supremo, Keith Ponting, that the players are already playing in an ever-increasing Grand Prix circuit, an extended British League and National Leagues etc, etc. Can somebody please explain to the decision-makers that their insistence upon expanding the national competitions to increase national revenue is taking the players away from the local leagues and the important grass-roots of table tennis in this country? (Walsall)
O - O - O - O - O
Can anyone tell us what are the duties of Mr Steen Hansen, variously described as "Technical Director" and "Performance Director" and reported as receiving what is by our standards a very high salary?

Players tell me that they see little of him and at the last European Youth Championships he did not stay at the same hotel as the selected junior players, which seems strange for the man in charge. (Halifax)

O - O - O - O - O
Is it true that Mr J Y Liu, full-time coach, deals with only two players? Is it true that these are taken to numerous coaching trips to his native China? If they are coached by local Chinese coaches, what does Mr Liu do? If not, why travel so far?
O - O - O - O - O
Did we really need such expensive coaches to get Drinkhall (No.238) and Knight (No.325) to such low places on world ranking lists? Carl Prean, at the same age, was at No.25. Whilst on that topic, why has he disappeared from the coaching staff, albeit in a low position compared with the men from Denmark and China?

If everything is going so well, why are our top players so lowly rated? This is where it matters, not BBC polls which disappear after one day. Are we told the truth? No one doubts that Drinkhall has the makings of a very fine player. Where we do feel considerable doubts is in the ability of our coaching establishment who will be needed to bring this and other players to their full potential. (Puzzled Member)

O - O - O - O - O
The English Table Tennis Association website was changed and updated towards the end of 2006. We are told that it is better. The Site used to provide a quick and efficient link to leagues, counties and PremierClub sites. But no longer. Instead we are given a selected list of information from which we must assume that our international results are wonderful. 

One site that does produce a quick link to leagues is www.tabletennisuk.info At the moment, only a limited number of leagues but willing to expand if you send your information. Full details on the website.

O - O - O - O - O
This Website wants to present your views on the true state of the grass roots table tennis in England. Send your views to tabletennischat@hotmail.co.uk 
O - O - O - O - O
