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Free Table Tennis 3
	ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION?


tabletennischat@hotmail.co.uk
ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION?

DO YOU THINK THAT THE CURRENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ARE MAKING POLICIES AND DECISIONS THAT ARE HELPING THE GRASS ROOTS OF THE SPORT?

O - O - O - O – O

Response to FTT issues 1 and 2 were very positive and we thank those who have responded.  

We devote the Main Article in this issue to Brian Halliday who is a major figure in the ETTA; an ETTA Vice-President and National Councillor for Berkshire.  We do not agree with all the criticisms, but we agree with many and his sincerity cannot be doubted.  We think that it is a very important contribution.  Please take your time and read and reread it, because it offers a valuable insight into much that has gone wrong inside the ETTA.

We are also revisiting Alex Murdoch’s Election Manifesto when he criticised the association under the chairmanship of Alan Ransome.

O - O - O - O – O

(We already knew), but it has been pointed out to us that it is the local officials (including players and coaches) who are responsible for recruitment to the local leagues, the grass roots (and by far the biggest sector) of our great Sport.

We agree, but we need to promote the sport at national level to raise the profile and public perception of our Sport.  As Brian Halliday asks, where are our international matches and events?  Where is our television coverage?  Where is our sport reported in the national newspapers?  

Where are our local volunteers?  It is becoming harder to recruit volunteers yet what is the ETTA answer?  A National Volunteer Manager.  What does he do?  Who does he manage?  We have not heard of a club, league or county who has heard from him.  I am sure that he is a very good professional but can he come up with some ideas to increase the number of volunteers at local level?  Please.

O - O - O - O – O

PLEASE NOTE – 

FTT2 promised you a response from Alex Murdoch.  Unfortunately we are still awaiting his promised response as this is issued.

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS (OR ARE WE?)

Peter Charters (Vice Chairman Selection Department) commenting on the junior boys team victory in the European Youth Championships, writes “Steen Hansen was in overall control and takes credit for this historic boys’ result …”


We assume that, being in “overall control”, he also “takes credit” for the historic results of the girls’ teams.  The junior girls were 31st and the cadet girls 29th.


Fairminded as we try to be, “credit” should also be taken for the 7th place of the cadet boys who set out with real hopes of gold in the team event and ended without any medal and the mercurial Gavin Evans seen by good judges as the best cadet in Europe, similarly ended without medals in the singles.


“Credit” for the one in “overall control” should not end there.  After all, including the success of the junior boys, we ended with an average position of 17th, which puts things into perspective.


One has long heard rumours that real interest is shown only in two boys with occasional attention on two other boys, when a team event takes place that requires a third player.  Particular neglect is alleged of the girls.  “What have they ever done for our girls?” an angry parent told us. “We only see Mr Liu coaching the boys, especially two of them.  We have noticed all those trips to China and all over the world, maybe the odd trip for Sibley and Parker.  And then they are surprised if the girls don’t do well …but don’t mention my name.”


We understand, of course, the enthusiasm for the victorious boys and the secrecy about the 29th and 31st place of the girls.  Victory has a thousand friends, 29th and 31st place evoke less “credit” among those in “overall charge.”  Plenty of questions remain unanswered, not least about those who have been “in overall charge” so long.  Free table tennis will continue to ask those questions.

O - O - O - O – O


IT HAS FINALLY BEEN CONFIRMED THAT IT IS ETTA POLICY TO STIFLE CRITICISM.


Every member of the ETTA National Council receives Departmental Reports (you can also read them on the ETTA website) stating how everything is wonderful and never a word about anything going wrong.  


Some National Councillors have pointed out the inaccuracy of some of the statements.  The response came from John Dignum, the Vice-Chairman in charge of the Administration Department.  Incidentally, John is the only Vice-Chairman who does not provide a report!  Mr Dignum expressed his personal regret at repeated attacks upon members of the Management Committee.  


As one National Councillor explained to us, “if we do not say anything, we are taken to be agreeing that everything is as wonderful as they say.  We know better than that and it is our duty to express the concerns and reservations of the members we represent..

O - O - O - O – O

 

FOUR FALLOW YEARS

 from Brian Halliday, ETTA Vice President

Brian Halliday is currently the National Councillor for Berkshire.  He served for eight years on the Management Committee, under the Chairmanship of Alan Ransome, in the role of Vice Chairman Public Relations.  He is a long time member of the Berkshire Committee and has served as Press Officer to the County and to the Reading League. He is a Vice President of the ETTA and a life Member of the Insurance Offices League, having served on their committee for over 20 years.  He was Secretary and Chairman of the 17 team Ibis Club of London and later in Reading.  He is the Chairman of the Kingfisher Club of Reading and also serves on the Southern Regional Committee. He was involved in setting up the Veterans British League, is a member of the VETTS Committee and is the Editor of their Newsletter.  Has played with varying degrees of success all over the world, including over 100 County appearances at veterans level.  Proud of the fact that he has played Anton Stipancic and Liang Ge Liang (twice) and counts Jorgen Persson as a friend. 

 

..  Continued Next Page ..


Let me start with a question.  How much do you think you and I and all the other various funding agencies have ploughed into table tennis over the last four years?   Last year it was £2.2 million, the year before £1.9.  Therefore, with this year taken into account, the sum is approaching £10 million.    Well what have we got for this huge sum?  .  Major events such as international championships, English Open Championships? (None),  We have the worst ever international results in living memory.  We have not had one men’s international match for two years.  The ETTA has the largest professional staff in their history, and they argue that they are all seriously overworked!

 

Where has it all gone wrong?  

 

 I can understand that after eleven years members wanted a change but Alex soon proved he was the wrong man.
He had taken to the role of VETTS Chairman with enthusiasm and knowledge of what made the veteran table tennis world tick.  I had considerable misgivings as to whether he was suited to a similar  role within the ETTA, however Alex had cultivated an extremely strong fan base among the veteran players, and this is what probably turned the tide in his favour.    Doubtless he would argue that the grass roots were ready for change, and of course there is truth in this.  No government lasts for ever and his “Policy for Change” slogan struck a chord that could not be lightly dismissed.

 

The democratic vote was taken and Alex was elected however the honeymoon period was soon over and we started on the slippery slope towards the present chaotic state of disorganisation.  What have we got to show for these last four years?  Why are we losing out to other sports?  Is the ETTA falling asleep?
.

 

The list is a sorry saga but here are a couple for you to ponder over - some more next time.

 

Our England Teams

 

The present administration inherited the nucleus of a future England senior squad when they took over.  Paul Drinkhall,  Darius Knight, Gavin Evans, and Danny Reed are realising their potential as some of the best juniors in the world.  The problem is there has been a massive gamble in putting all the selection eggs in one basket.  The old senior squad that performed so well at the Manchester Commonwealth Games were discarded.  The reason?  They did not have the potential for future progress at the highest level.

 

..  Continued Next Page ..

I believe that players like Perry, Prean, Herbert, Young, Rushton and Baggaley could have provided England with some successes during the period when the youngsters were learning their trade.  The seniors were ignored when, with a little inspired leadership, we could have had a reasonable England men’s team in which we could all have taken a pride.  The rot started in Doha when England failed to send a men’s team, the first time that we had not been represented in a World Championship since the birth of the ETTA in 1926. Fortunately this fiasco was overturned by National Council who stated that these circumstances would never be allowed to happen again.

 

One would have thought that four years would have been long enough for a senior side to show some sort of return.  Unfortunately the policy of continually putting out our juniors at this level just has not worked.  It is no good keep saying we are building for 2012 when none of our juniors have cracked the world’s top 200.  Remember that 25 years ago Carl Prean was ranked No.25 in the world at the same age. 

 

Where have all the medals gone?  The return from The Commonwealth Table Tennis Championships in India was nil - the first time we have come away with nothing since the inception of the championships in 1971.  The return from the Melbourne Commonwealth Games was very disappointing.  The recent World’s Individuals in Zagreb saw just one player make it to Round 1.  Even the recent European junior results have not been very good.  The boys individual results were not as good as expected and the Junior Girls and Cadet Girls were a disaster, in fact the worst ever.  I have to question whether the spending on our junior boys has been at the expense of the girls.

 

The Financial Drain

 

Our Treasurer is a splendid guy and I am sure that with the help of the chaps in Hastings is doing his level best to keep a grip on the financial situation, but it does intrigue me as to exactly where all the money has gone. The Association has promoted the Premier Club and Clubmark concepts but have been fined by Sport England for not meeting their targets. We have an army of development people, but what is it that is produced?  The money certainly has not gone on new build premises for table tennis (there have been none), neither have there been any official open championships.  If it has gone to our top coaching staff then we should be told exactly how much they are costing us.  Also Sport England (or whatever their current name is) might be interested in where all this money is going bearing in mind the very limited return we are getting.  I am sure the answer will be that we have very good juniors.  Yes we know that  - the point is that by now, with the money spent, we should have had very good seniors.

..  Continued Next Page ..

Every sporting Association has to keep a tight grip on expenses.  It is an area which is often swept under the carpet, and certainly in our sport National Councillors are loathe to question what amounts are being used up.  The Management Team have justifiable expenses but in view of our Chairman’s travel programme it might be interesting to learn what his actual bill is. Now that his wife Val has been elected, with as I understand it none of the requisite qualifications for the job, to a committee of the ITTF, she joins Alex in getting free meals and hotel accommodation at World Championships every year.  Our Treasurer and the Deputy Chairman are both on international committees with similar benefits.

 

The Fallow Years - the reasons

 

Members have a right to ask why such a tale of continuous inactivity bordering on calamity.  The reasons are based on ignorance as to what makes our sport tick.  Appointing people who had a limited experience was Alex’s first big mistake.  You just cannot run a National Sporting Body with some of your mates sitting round the fire chatting about ever increasing financial implications and matters of national policy.  To ensure that the message gets out to grass roots, and that they are kept happy, is vital, but not at the cost of progressing our sport at the highest level.  It is all very well having a happy club of enthusiastic amateurs, but that is no substitute for dedicated and experienced people who know the sport inside out and know what it takes to see our sport go forward.

 

A Way Forward

 

I believe that there must be a better way.  The present administration have had their chance and they have failed.  I believe that now is the time for them to stand down.  If some of them can grasp the nettle and acknowledge that the job is beyond their capabilities then they at least will have gone some way to rectify the mistakes of the last four years.

 

I am sure that a number of people will be angry with my written words.  These are words written with the sole intention of trying to further our sport in the tradition of our illustrious predecessors like Ivor Montagu and Bill Vint.   The sport must not be allowed to fade away and die.  I emphasise that there is nothing personal in my reservations about certain members of the current Management Committee, it is that I think they are just not up to the job.  Please share my passion before it is too late.   
 

FTT COMMENT – 


Possibly some of our readers will not realise that in the 1970’s, England did not send the top players to the Commonwealth Championships – yet we still returned with medals.


I understood that this was not the worst Junior Girls result at the 2007 European Youth, in fact an improvement of a few places.  


.

O - O - O - O – O

ALEX MURDOCH ELECTION MANIFESTO REVISITED (PART 1 )


In 2003, writing of Alan Ransome, Alex Murdoch commented “When he came to Office in 1991 we had a strong bank balance, a sound structure of leagues and counties with far larger membership, lots of TV and media coverage, a high position in Europe and the World and adequate sponsorship….”

He adds, “During his (Alan Ransome’s) Chairmanship our sport has been decimated and sent backwards…”

Four years later cannot the same comments be attached to him?  We look in vain for a single memorable achievement of his four years in office, but we can see plenty of pictures of him in our official, but dull Magazine.  What else is new?

ALEX MURDOCH ELECTION MANIFESTO REVISITED (PART 2)

AND IN HIS ELECTION MANIFESTO, he promised “a determined, and experienced management team…”  We got people who seemed ‘to have risen without trace’ from nowhere to top positions.  

Having proved so scathing about the Ransome era (“an inefficiently run organisation with poor reputation, mismanagement from an autocratic regime, continued decline of our sport”) he then began to bring in figures from the previously despised management committee.

What has risen is the number of people employed by the ETTA.  Staff levels now seem close to three times those when John Prean was in office, when rather more seemed to be going on (as you have noted previously).  Hardly a month goes by without a new post being advertised.  Maybe it is hoped to cover up the inexperience of current management with (inexperienced) “professionals”.  It is not working.  Nothing seems to be.  We look in vain for the heralded improvements.  If you can find any, let us know, but reducing the unemployment statistics is not the ETTA’s job.

O – O – O – O – O

Grass roots write .......
Thank you for your most interesting report.  I must say that I agree with what you are saying and I’m sure many others do.  Have forwarded this to those I think would be interested..  

 Shirley Carroll (Essex)

..  Continued Next Page .. 

O – O – O – O – O

Howard

 

Thank you for your contact.

 

I agree that at local league level and County level we have lost interest in the national body who do seem focused on just two individuals and have got lost in their paperwork.

 

Perhaps Alex should meet a group of us to discuss the concerns.

 

Karl (Oxford)

Dear Karl

Of course, Alex always says that he will come and talk to leagues and counties.  If only he would come and listen?

Howard

O – O – O – O – O

May I answer the question you posed at the start of Free Table Tennis? “Are we happy with the English Table Tennis Association?” NO

Do we think the Management Committee are making decisions that are helping the Grass Roots of the Sport?  NO, quite the reverse.  We are still waiting for that famous leaflet (4 years in the making) which is to tell us the “benefits” of membership.

I can think of the reason why this is taking so long.  There are none.

O - O - O - O – O
Mr Murdoch is very fond of speaking about “corporate governance” and complaining that ‘present rules as part of our company articles’ make life difficult for him in moving the ETTA forward.

What he means is that he wants to delete Rules and call them Bye-Laws.  In effect he wants to take away the right of leagues to decide Rule Changes thus allowing him to decide what is best for the Leagues.

O - O - O - O – O

FTT wants to present your views on the true state of the grass roots table tennis in England. Send your views to tabletennischat@hotmail.co.uk 

O - O - O - O - O

