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Free Table Tennis 4

	ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION?


tabletennischat@hotmail.co.uk
O - O - O - O – O

Strange as it may seem, a few people have mentioned that FTT has been critical.  Most people seem to like the criticism.

We can only include the articles we get so we do not decide upon the balance of opinion.  This issue includes an excellent contribution from Brian Kean; and Steve Pascall questions my name.

FTT does not agree with official ETTA publications that state how everything is wonderful.  FTT believes that we need to realise when matters require improving, recognise that things are wrong or inefficient in order to take the appropriate steps to improve.

At the grass roots, we want more playing facilities, players and officials and we want to retain them for a longer period.  

O - O - O - O – O

WE WANT MORE PLAYERS.  WE WANT MORE VENUES.

It is no use getting more players if they have nowhere to play.  It is no use building or obtaining additional playing facilities, if there is no one to play there.  However if we get the additional players together with somewhere for them to play, we need someone to organise it.

O - O - O - O – O

BRIAN KEAN’S RESPONSE TO THE FREE TABLE TENNIS MOVEMENT

 I have a long held belief that Table Tennis has always been a sport that has developed through a parasitical culture.  By that I mean the game was very much built on the back of Industrial Britain and depended very much on local works and commercial organisations to provide the venues (as well as such places as cricket/tennis clubs) all of which meant that the game was artificially cheap.     However what that did was provide the opportunity for youngsters to continue their involvement in a game that they were first introduced to through schools and youth clubs.

If we look and analyse all of the aforementioned its not difficult to understand why the game has gone into decline.

Firstly schools..........The days of teachers giving up personal time on a large scale to organise out of lesson time sessions are well and truly behind us.  Its long been recognised that the importance of sport has diminished as schools have been obsessed with academic league tables. This has also seen the wholesale selling off of playing fields, which in itself has contributed, massively to the decline in sporting excellence in many other sports.  

Youth Clubs.............Where are they??  How often do you hear of kids going to the local youth club?  Youth clubs have disappeared in line with the falling attendances and allegiances to local churches.   The basic fact is kids are growing up too fast and bypassing many of the normal activities that were part of development through adolescence.  From the early teens they are serving an apprenticeship in binge drinking sex and sitting behind a computer talking to their mates on Face Book. .  (When in our younger days would we ever have heard of youngsters of 13 being shot dead by kids of 15)?   

Again this is widely recognised hence a rather belated government quest to reduce obesity in kids and significantly increase the amount of physical activity in their lives.

Believe it or not I am aware of some volunteers who are no longer prepared to get involved with youngsters due to having to pay for the pleasure by having themselves run through the CRB checks and stump up for insurance etc   They have also highlighted concerns over the plethora of do's and don't designed to protect them from being accused of any minor misdemeanor...  sounds far fetched but I have witnessed it with local soccer teams.  

Lastly Industry...........If we take a historical look at a declining graph It will become obvious that there is a co-relation between the demise of industrial Britain under Thatcher and the gradual slippage that has brought TABLE TENNIS to the present situation whereby we are staring into a tunnel of extinction.

I have no love or hate of the present administration however before we start shooting from the hip we need to be clear as to how valid the criticisms are as I believe for all the aforementioned reasons Table Tennis is going through much of what is being experienced in other sports.

.  Continued Next Page ..

What would I do ... well as I have said there are so many outside influences over which we have little or no control however where I believe world administrations have failed us is in their inability to control the growth and variety in the equipment we use.  How can it be right that I can play for 30 years beating players who could never get more than 15 points against me and then find that because of the trickery attached to the using of combination bats with weird and unfathomable rubbers I can no longer compete.  Additionally the adoption of speed glues has taken away any recognisable skills and table craft resulting in a game that produces no rallies and is bereft of any attraction to the uninitiated.

This is one of the reasons the media have lost interest in us.    Another reason TV no longer loves us is as a result of the growth of Satellite channels and this countries obsession with soccer which sees much of the available cash being pumped into sports that will attract high viewing figures for advertisers. The effects this has had on terrestrial channels is that it has upped the price they have to pay for viewing rights in mainstream sports leaving little or nothing for minority sports.

In some ways if my local experiences where widely representative players themselves never showed a progressive approach to the development of table tennis.   20 plus years ago I recognised a downward trend as venues were gradually being lost.  On two separate occasions I was involved in major meetings trying to attract local league clubs away from venues over the top of pubs, freezing cricket clubs etc and move them into central venues which would have given the game a more potentially viable and attractive platform from which to hopefully attract its future players.

I was astonished at the depth of feeling against such a move the main opposition being due to cost.  The prospect of paying around £2 or £3 a night for the majority who paid £10 a year to play at the local cricket club overwhelmingly won the day, and as such I left the meetings quite depressed and concerned over the future of the sport.     

As you may well guess I could go on for hours but basically the problems we are faced with are much wider than what value are we getting for the paid for staff within the association.

  Its my belief that the strength of the game has always been due to the enthusiasm and dedication of local volunteers and in truth the game has always operated under a two tier system. The dependency of the bedrock of the game (local leagues) on the national association has always been minimal.  Remember in 1977 when the National Association tried to impose a £1 levy (I stand to be corrected on the figure but not the principle) on all registered players to assist with the funding of the world championships and was unanimously rejected.  Reasons cited then was that local leagues could not relate to the national game and felt they flourished in spite of and not because of the national association and felt they paid in through registration fees but for 95% of them saw little in return.

Brian Kean

News at ten 

Manchester…

I

O - O - O - O – O

ALEX MURDOCH ELECTION MANIFESTO REVISITED (PART 3)

Alex Murdoch wrote, “At senior level in the last European Championships our ladies were in 25th place and our men in 16th place…”

During the most recent European Championships our ladies had advanced to 15th place, but our men (who included the victorious juniors) had dropped to 25th place.  Overall, little had changed.  Notably the duo of S Hansen and J S Liu had remained.  Hansen is now called “Technical Director” – previously “Performance Director”.  Liu, we assume, remains “head coach” albeit with (mainly) two pupils.  

Moving onto the Commonwealth Championships, he wrote, “We won 4 medals out of a possible 32, our worst performance ever…”  Now let us turn to the most recent Commonwealth Championships to celebrate and “take credit” for our most recent feat. Yes, you have guessed it; we did not win a single medal.  Yet the man “in overall charge” remains …. In overall charge.

We did not have the excellent Paul Drinkhall at the Commonwealth.  He was busy being sent to such as the El Salvador Junior Open or the Madeira Junior Open (a ‘piece of cake’?).  He duly won both and there was the usual spin and boasting on the ETTA website.  This is the English Senior Champion.  He should be competing at senior level and only a couple of very big junior events in his remaining junior year.  Instead he seems to be sent all over the globe on a series of “soft touches” – presumably for someone “to take credit” and to concoct a good story for “our funding partners” who are forking out the money.  

When J.O. Waldner won his last European Junior title, he was already the No.8 senior in the World.  Drinkhall is below 200.  He is better than that, but at his age Waldner was competing against the best men.  Carl Prean had already won a World Team Bronze for England, but neither saw the El Salvador Open as a priority.  We cite these facts to show how inept ETTA management of this fine junior has been.

Our problem is that we have second-class management and therefore second-class results are inevitable.  Such management will fail our players at all levels and will not bring the best to world levels.  Fortunes of public money are spent on sending juniors all over the world, whilst nearer home we seem unable to have an “English Open” once an inspirational event for English players and spectators.  We seem to stage an international match once in five years when once we staged tours by Chinese teams with whom our players were able to compete and provide many fine matches.  We regularly won medals as befits the country that has given the sport to the world.

..  Continued Next Page .. 

ALEX MURDOCH ELECTION MANIFESTO REVISITED (PART 4)

Chairman Murdoch saw things clearly enough when he addresses the members four years ago, as he poured scorn on our senior activities.  “Our so-called achievements at World and European Championships” he wrote then, “make us a second rate nation and this with £2,541,853 in World Class Performance Funding over the last three years”.  (Yes readers, two and a half million pounds).

What was Murdoch’s response to his own astute summary when he was voted into office?  Sitting at the top table seems to have been its own reward.  Steen and Liu, the architects of the criticised earlier results remained, doing what they had done before and everything remained more or less the same, as might have been predicted.

We can, of course, comment similarly on so much that has happened (or should one say has NOT happened) since Murdoch was elected.

ALEX MURDOCH ELECTION MANIFESTO REVISITED (PART 5)

Let us look at the wider picture: Alex Murdoch wrote “If you want more wasted years a Vote for Alan Ransome will bring you the same problems of an inefficiently run organisation with a poor reputation, mismanagement from an autocratic regime and the continued decline of our sport..”

Why then, were so many members of that “autocratic” regime of poor reputation, mismanagement and inefficiency so quickly and readily embraced by the new regime?  The majority of the Vice-Chairmen have served on the management committee of former Chairman.  We see plenty of sub-committees still run by the same people that have been around previously, and little few new members.

In the main, Mr Murdoch has surrounded himself with friends from the Veterans Society, possibly well intentioned, but lacking experience of ETTA office.  One result is higher and higher numbers of paid staff, still rising, hoping to make up for the lack of ability of the volunteers Murdoch has conscripted.  He has now been in office for four years.  We cannot recall a single significant thing he has done.  The much-criticised Alan Ransome brought the World Championships to this country.  And now….only Dr Doolittle.

O - O - O - O – O

Text on the ETTA Website lately seems to be written by Jim Beckley, who is an unpaid volunteer.  We are grateful to him for that.  However, we note the existence, indeed employment of a paid information officer.  Should he not be writing up the deeds of Drinkhall and Knight?  Or are we paying a dog and doing our own barking?  Yet more proof that overstaffing does not necessarily produce more work.  Still those ads for more and more ETTA jobs continue to roll in.  These include ANOTHER “Information Officer” …. More work for … Beckley?

O – O – O – O – O

Local league players, who have any time left after filling in ETTA forms that follow the adoption of the “principle” of individual registration, Chairman Murdoch’s “big idea” (some say the only one so far), may wish to turn to Table Tennis News, the official organ of the ETTA.

An article by Christopher Pettit (who?) reveals such pearls of wisdom as “The theory behind plyometric training is based on the understanding that a concentric (shortening) muscular contraction is much stronger if it immediately follows an eccentric (lengthening) contraction of the same muscle.”

There you are, Drinkhall, no need for all these Chinese trips any more.  You can learn it all here in dear old Table Tennis News!

Further good advice follows: “Beginners must concentrate on building a firm foundation, starting with the basic forehand and backhand techniques.”

Valuable advice but hardly “News”.  Jack Carrington told me that forty years ago, and Ken Muhr wrote about in TTNews at least twelve years ago!  Good old Ken, ahead of his time?

O - O - O - O – O

Grass roots write .......
Hi Howard, 

I am a member of a large TT club in South London (Fusion TTC), I am 51 years old and play in the British League, Vets National League, Vets Kent League and County Vets, I also try to play in my local leagues which are the Bromley and Croydon, added to this I would also attempt to get to some Grand Prix's and Vets Master events throughout the season which when you think about is a pretty heavy schedule and as I am married this does cause some problems with my wife as I can be away quite a few weekends throughout the TT season. 

Although I love to play as much as possible I think that one of the main problems regarding 'Grass-Roots' table tennis and the lack of players playing in local leagues is that there are now too many high profile competitions to play in within the course of a season, and when you think about it most peoples lives are so busy and hectic without any table tennis involvement, so when decisions have to be made as to when and where they will play I think the local leagues are the ones that will always suffer as players are now preferring to play in more high profile tournaments or leagues. 

..  Continued Next Page ..

I really do not know the answer on how to go about addressing this problem but what I will say is that I agree whole heartedly with your comments that the ETTA should be assisting local leagues to become more attractive to play in, i.e. pushing the idea of leagues being played in central venues (like local sports centres), advising and helping leagues to advertise locally. 

I would also as a fully fledged Vet like to comment on the other age groups within our sport, as someone has already mentioned the Juniors and Vets get a lot of coverage in the 'TT News' and on the ETTA web-site, I believe that the ETTA should be targeting the Forgotten age group i.e. (18 to 39 year olds) and try to get back people that have given up playing and also encourage people to try our sport even if it is just social/fun play at a local club, perhaps the ETTA could come up with a country wide advertising plan to get people back playing the game or to come and try playing TT, I really do believe that this might help the situation. 

Even a TT awareness week throughout the country inviting people of all ages to come and play or give it a try would help..!!!
And finally speaking for my club (Fusion TTC) our membership has grown and is still increasing which looks good for the future, another Idea that we are toying with is to have our own league based at the club which we will open up to outside players, again we believe this would be successful as it would be two man teams at a central venue. 

NB. Please continue to send your FFT updates to me as I have found them very interesting and enlightening 

Regards 
Chris Turpin
O – O – O – O – O

Hi

 

I have nearly read the full report. I believe that the ETTA are doing a good job and I have a daughter who has been part of the ETTA for a short time and has represented England. 

 

The only thing I am concerned about is that all monies that the ETTA have received for training our future players have gone on 2 boys when there are good girl players out there who don't have the same opportunities as the lads.

 

Another thing, after watching the UK School Games this morning it again revolved around the lads, there was no recognition to the girls who took part when all the other sports showed their girl teams as well as the boys. All participants in the winning sides in the table tennis section should also have been televised.

 

The likes of Emma Vickers, Sara Wang, Mel Farquar and Rachel Jamieson should have had recognition as well.

 

This lady did not wish us to print her name.

O - O - O - O – O

Dear Howard (or should I say John?)  - [MY NAME IS HOWARD SO WHY SHOULD YOU WANT TO CALL ME JOHN?]
 
It's just like the old days:  'Tom Blunn has no idea what he's doing, you need John Prean in charge'.  And 'Alan Ransome has no idea what he is doing, you need John Prean back again.'  No we don't.  All I remember about John Prean's tenure is people losing their jobs, or quitting before they were pushed.  It's the old fallback:  if something's going wrong, it must be because the organisation is overstaffed.  I read it every day in my local paper about my local council.  Faceless bureaucrats are easy targets because they can't hit back.  
 
And as ever the criticisms are mired in inconsistency.  On the one hand, FTT complains that the sport is not getting enough publicity, and then the next minute, it complains about the ETTA's decision to appoint an information officer whose job is to do just that.
 
Of course everything in the garden is not rosy but bits of it are - the bits marked Drinkhall, Knight and Evans for instance.  The ETTA has identified stars of the future and gone all out to help them.  Who can complain about that?  If England has players who begin to challenge for the major titles, the national press are going to start to take a bit more notice.  TT is never going to challenge football for coverage (no sports can) but players at the top of the tree are always going to attract more attention than those some way down.  A few column inches were devoted to Des Douglas and Jill Hammersley.  No one has matched their feats since and the column inches have dried up. Sports editors are not excited by gallant exits in the second round.  They are a little more interested, even in what they regard as minority sports like table tennis, when we produce European champions.
 
On the subject of publicity, I too have reservations about Table Tennis News.  It is overglossy, selective, often misunderstands what's going on and, yes, it comes out late.  But were previous efforts any better?  Most past editors - because, as your last edition said, they have full-time jobs to hold down - did not have enough time to edit them.  They just threw in whatever they received, whether it made sense or not.  We were treated to long rambling pieces full of garbled English with one or two gems of real writing only occasionally surfacing.  At least Jeremy Wilson and Matt Syed are worth reading.
 
We all yearn for the good old days when summers were long, people were friendly and policemen rode round on bikes.  The good old days of tt are just as much of a myth as the long summers and friendly people.  Some were good, some not so good.  Just as now some things are good, some not so good.
 
Point out shortcomings by all means, but let's keep it balanced.  The best contributions in the last two postings have come from 'Rick' who quite rightly points out that you can't expect the ETTA to run itself down in public and then expect grant support from the powers-that-be and that constant slagging-off of the current incumbents is destructive not constructive. 
 
I'm aware that this note is not particularly constructive either.  I have no panacea to offer.  I just like to see fair play - and I don't think the ETTA is getting it at the moment.
 
Steve Pascell
 
SORRY STEVE BUT WE MUST QUESTION YOUR MEMORY.  

WHEN JOHN PREAN BECAME CHAIRMAN, THE ETTA WAS £50,000 IN DEBT (BANKRUPT), AND CHANGES HAD TO BE MADE.  

WE DO NOT AGREE THAT PREVIOUS TTNEWS EDITORS “JUST THREW IN” WHAT THEY RECEIVED.  WE BELIEVE THAT GEORGE YATES AND JOHN WOODFORD DID BETTER JOBS THAN THE CURRENT ‘EMPLOYED’ EDITOR.

CHESTER BARNES, DENIS NEALE, DES DOUGLAS, JOHN HILTON, CARL PREAN AND JILL PARKER MADE A GREATER IMPRESSION UPON THE EUROPEAN AND WORLD ‘SENIOR’ STAGE WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF A PERSONAL COACH PAID FOR BY THE ETTA.
