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Free Table Tennis 44

	ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE 

ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION?


tabletennischat@hotmail.co.uk
INTRODUCTION

The last issue of Free Table Tennis certainly evoked some differing responses - many people being roused by the General Election comparisons with the English Table Tennis Association.

On that point, I was still suffering with election fever when I suggested Alan Ransome could take us back to the eighties.  I was not contemplating being taken back in time rather comparing with the political references to Gene Hunt.

Local leagues should be considering possible changes to their League Rules in order to prepare for the introduction of Individual Membership by the English Table Tennis Association next season.

In the current season, those leagues playing with 3-person teams have paid an affiliation fee of £18.48 per team plus an insurance fee of £5 per team.

For the 2010/11 season, local leagues will not pay an affiliation fee nor the insurance fee.  Therefore they should lower their league affiliation fees accordingly.

However players will have to pay an Individual Membership fee of £5.64 (£2.82 for cadets and juniors) which includes the insurance fee.  The application form and money can be paid either direct to the ETTA or through their local league.  The players who play in more than one league will only have to pay once so they should benefit from this change.  However the leagues will have to check that everyone playing in their league has paid their ETTA IM fee whether that be via the ETTA, through their league or possibly via another league.

REMINDER:

You can see the Cheltenham League website on www.ctta.co.uk and you can download Free Table Tennis from this site.  FTT can also be found on www.tabletennisuk.info 

You can see Barry Meisel’s International TT articles at: http://www.costa-news.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=85&item=157

  Website  http://www.freewebs.com/internationaltabletennisclub
Alternatively you can contact Barry via Facebook under Barry Meisel ITTF

Hello Howard,


Please note that I am not involved with the forum this is being done by Table Tennis Talk. I have no confidence in Alex Murdoch as about 18 months ago he cost me a lot of money in expenses arranging a 50,000 pounds sponsorship which he later did not accept, I then had to give this to another association.


My aim was to bring Alex Murdoch and Adham Sharara out into the open and answer the many problems the players and people connected with the sport have.
I feel I have managed to break the ice in making Alex Murdoch come out with Table Tennis Talk and hope Adham Sharara will now follow suit, but I have my doubts.


As you say they both only answer either simple questions and get round the more difficult ones, Adham Sharara usually finishes off by saying he will not comment any further on the subject and it is now closed for his answers.


It will be interesting to see how this develops and if there can now be some dialogue between the players, ETTA and ITTF which could then bring some much needed change to the sport.

Best regards, Barry Meisel

GRASS-ROOTS SECTION (PART TWENTY-TWO)

So as we near the end of another season, thoughts are concentrated upon next season.  But hang on:  That is at least four months away: The majority of players deciding to hang up their bats do so during the summer, even if they were considering it during the season.

Personally I consider it when I am having a bad spell of form, but come the end of the season I decide that I can do better next season.  

So keep your players interested by arranging practice sessions and a Summer League.  Yes I know it can be too hot to play in the summer and the urge to practice can get lost in the sun and heat but a match concentrates the mind upon playing, and the heat is just another playing condition to be overcome.  OK, forget the rule that only allows occasional towelling and towel every point if you have to (except against me, please!)

Possibly play your Summer League in a different format to keep up the interest.  Have you tried two-a-side?  What about three players playing 2 each such that the best players do not play against the opponent’s weaker player.  Experimenting with a different format may discover something that everyone prefers so give it a go.

Next season, I am going to be unstoppable!


   

 
 
Comments upon previous reports

 
Hi,


My first observation is to quote John F Kennedy "Do not ask what your country can do for you, what can you do for your country.”


Moaning and carping about the sport today gets nowhere.


Why do you all not settle on a singe project and bring it to fruition yourself. I am sure that you, John and Brian can think of something that would put table tennis on the map. This would not only be a boot for the sport but would show the ETTA what could be achieved with a good management team. 


A World Top Twenty at the Albert Hall or ExCell centre would be terrific.


I doubt that you would do something like this, instead, I think that you will slink back into your armchair and carry on dreaming about the good old days, which did not happen in the first place.

Ron Boucher

Dear Ron

Actually we are all busy at local level.  John and Brian have served the ETTA Management Committee and done excellent jobs.


Like JFK, Alex has tried to assassinate them!

I cannot agree that they "did not happen in the first place".  Surely you watched the top-class, world-class table tennis that was available both live and on television?

Barry Meisel offered to help stage top class events.  Alex firstly refused to reply, and then made ridiculous conditions.

Howard


· - - Continued Next Page - - - 

Hi,

I was trying to be realistic from my own perception of what I know of the sport. The British are great 'dreamers'. We always want our countrymen to to win in whatever sport we are participating in. 

To produce only two World Champions in Table Tennis in eighty years is not a good one, especially as we gave the sport to the world.

I think that the main problem with sport in this country is that the end product is what is always focused upon, rather than the sowing the seeds in schools and making sure that there are sufficient coaches of the right calibre to ensure that progress is made early on. I do not think that the ETTA can do anything about the current dirth of English players ranked highly on the World list.

I think that every regional tournament should be matched by a tournament staged in London, especially as there are over a ten million people in the general area. Beautiful venues dotted all over the country is no substitute for beautiful players, who if good enough, will play anywhere. The support would soon follow.

If you think that Table Tennis is run badly in this country you only have to look at Tennis itself to find a worse situation in trying to find a World champion. How many 'false dawns have we had since Fred Perry? When you think there is a crisis it is time to swing behind the management team to try to help. Adverse comments aired publically will never lead to sensible solutions. Proffering an 'Olive Branch' with an offer to help will always produce results.

I understand the point that John and Brian made a valuable contribution in the past, but that is in the past. New challenges for the future need to be faced and they are two men who could make a positive impact through their experience. Richard BRANSON is a good role model of a person with personal vision. Our sport needs more helpers and less hinderers.

Ron
Howard replies

I presume that your reference to “only two World Champions” means that you have forgotten the Rowe Twins, Di and Ros.  That is falling into the ETTA trap of ignoring the contribution of our females.

Yes I have considered the coaching system of other sports and have spoken at great length with Andrew Jarrett and Steve McClaren.

I believe that you have overlooked FTT’s comments promoting schools table tennis and encouraging the leading players to play tournaments in this country as a method of improving the overall standard. 

Hi Howard, 


THE RETURN OF FRICTIONLESS RUBBER?

Regarding the Swedish proposal to reinstate frictionless rubber and Brian Halliday’s view expressed in FTT 43 – I wish to offer this alternative opinion which has also been submitted to our English representative.

To address the Swedish concerns;

1) Regarding friction limit the ITTF decision is final - refer the authorised list.

2) The conflicts between players existed before the ban; frictionless rubber was a contributory factor; its reinstatement will not be a solution.

3) Giving way to cheats because you don’t have the will or ability to police them is the road to anarchy.

4) Manufacturers are constantly changing their catalogue range with the resultant inconvenience to sellers and users alike. Most players replace rubber annually anyway.

It is a sad reflection on our sport that people are willing to cheat to win but the difficulty in policing these cheats is not a justifiable reason to rescind the previous decision which should, in fact, be extended and strengthened. 

Some may consider that this new development “gives life to table tennis and creates interest”, particularly those with a vested financial interest in the marketing of new products. However, it is not a development supported by any of the sixty members in our club.

Let’s be clear; the reason players use disturbing rubbers is to gain an advantage. This advantage is borne out of constant practice with a specific product. Users of conventional rubber have little interest or the time to invest in practice against the same specific product and therefore are disadvantaged. The vast majority of players play for enjoyment of which there is little when the sport is reduced to the level it is by disturbing rubber.

There are those players who will say they ‘enjoy’ playing with disturbing rubber. Those players may wish to consider the suggestion of one of our younger members “Why don’t they start their own league and play each other?”

Perhaps when Individual Registrations are in place we can have a referendum on this subject and get a truly democratic result?

Rod Bly

 



Hi Howard,

 Thanks for your latest missive; always interesting.  Apropos of your comments after my letter about coach qualification.  I agree entirely with you as regards to a certain level of playing ability should be required, however, judging that actual ‘level’ could be difficult.
 As a teenager I was persuaded to join the St. Brides Institute (just off Fleet Street) Table Tennis Club, and to gain entry to the club you had to play the, then, secretary. She used her ‘expert judgment’  to decide if you could be accepted i.e. this usually meant having to beat her!
 So I think that it is truly difficult to quantify standard of play in relation to coaching,  However, I do agree about ‘parrot fashion’ coaching which brings me back to my original letter about experience.
 Kindest personal regards
Tony,
TONY SHAPPS
Hi Tony
 
Thanks.  I think Jack Carrington's ability qualification may have been Jack's opinion of your ability - much like your lady secretary.  Although I did recall that he did state 'county standard' or 'inter-town standard over a number of years'.
 
Bear in mind that 'county standard' was better then with less county teams and the competition for places came from the top players - unlike today when the top players opt out leaving the lesser lights to play.  I believe Jack had a built-in allowance for his own judgement which, when you think about it, is not a bad idea.  

From the actual playing point of view, I was only referring to that of coaches. I believe clubs willingly accept any standard of play into membership nowadays.


Howard


I am confident they play table tennis in heaven.

Wouldn’t be heaven otherwise, would it?

Hi Howard,
 I enjoyed reading Brian Halliday's "Was he pushed or did he quit?" in FTT43. What he writes is always so much better than what is in the official "Table Tennis News".

My own impression is that it was Steen's own idea to return to Spain where he had worked before. He could probably have stayed here as long as he liked. I did hear of simmering discontent but equally that the ETTA is in a state of almost permanent paralysis which means nothing is ever done.

I did not think that Steen was in any way inferior to those who had preceded
him, i.e. Michel Gadal and Soren Arhlen. If anything, Steen's results were better, certainly in 2008, if not in 2009-

I have often expressed the view that the ETTA had lost the plot as it opted
for imported coaches whilst parting with Don Parker, who had done a good job with much, much smaller funds. We were then a World Category 1 nation and quite
outstanding in Europe.

So much  for the background reflections. My real  astonishment is caused by the information that Steen will not be replaced. If so, presumably there was no need for him or the post. Why then one asks was he engaged in the first place, costing the ETTA or the taxpayer well over quarter of a million pounds ?
At the end of it all, we were, as Brian has revealed, 34th  in the world among women and 36 among men on ITTF ranking lists.

Former County Player
It’s a funny kind of month, April.  For the really keen table tennis player, it’s when you realise that your wife left you in September.

Table tennis brings the most opposite characters and the most diverse lives together.  Anything that puts very many different kinds of people on a common ground must have some quality.

Dear Howard

I want to congratulate you on the even handling of matters discussed in your News Letter. It is encouraging to see someone with a genuine interest in our great sport who does not feel bound by the petty dictatorship that exists at the very top of our administrative body.
 But that is not the main reason I am contacting you.
 I wrote in a previous issue about the Child Protection Act and how it was having a detrimental affect, especially in the area of voluntary helpers.
 The attachment to this email may be of interest.  If you feel that I am being repetitive and you wish to edit. Then please be my guest.
 Cheers,
 Dick Frost
More thoughts on Child Protection

I wrote in a previous issue about Child Protection and how it was having a detrimental affect, especially in the area of voluntary helpers.

Over many years, especially with The Essex County Table Tennis Association, I had dedicated myself to the pursuit of excellence. I may not have been a great player but I thought I understood what motivation was all about and how to get youngsters to respond and reach their potential, at whatever level that was. In all the time I was with Essex I never once thought about the cost in time or even money. I was, and always will be, a truly voluntary worker.

Players like Chester Barnes and Stuart Gibbs will no doubt tell you how the Essex County Association put the pursuit of excellence above all else, with perhaps the exception of a good education. The County had a well developed plan for visits throughout the country and members of the Junior Committee would provide the necessary transport, even to the extent of one member buying a minibus so that we could take sizeable contingents all over the country.

We had many helpers, who gave their time to make Essex, probably at that time, a County to be envied. Just look at the record in the late 50s and 60s. Without a strong County Association and legions of voluntary helpers, the various leagues would not have enjoyed the coordinated actions that brought these volunteers into their areas. The identification of juniors with talent was top of the list and then arranging for them to attend the various training sessions arranged by the County Committee.

· - - Continued Next Page - - - 

My predecessor, George Wenham, had gathered around him and excellent team of enthusiastic volunteers and I was delighted to be asked to carry on his good work when he moved from Essex. I probably visited every league in Essex and played in five leagues between 1954 and 1968. In all that time I studied the techniques of all the great players and used that knowledge to help develop the Junior game in the County. At times I was privileged to work with Jack Carrington, attending his training sessions at Crystal Palace and various Butlin Camps.

Perhaps I should mention that, at that time, Essex had Johnny Leach, Victor Barna and Jack Carrington as members of the County Committee. It was no wonder that these luminaries were a spur to the youngsters. I remember the times that Johnny Leach would come to sessions at The Boyd Institute at St. Lukes Canning Town. I treasure a newspaper cutting showing a wide-eyed youngster, Lenny Croxson, not believing his good fortune at having Johnny commenting on his game. Lenny went on to great things in the junior game.

When I left Essex in 1968, I gave up the game and the coaching, and it was only six years ago at the age of 73, that I was looking for somewhere to get some exercise and found The Rugby Table Tennis Club. When I was told that the Club had 80 juniors and that the Club was coaching in a number of schools, my interest in coaching was rekindled. I thought that my experience with Essex and my ability to connect with young people would be of value and I was delighted when I found that members of the Club Committee agreed with my attitude and drive towards excellence. With the help of more volunteers and one paid coach, the Club extended the work in schools and soon five schools were benefiting from the experience of these essential volunteers/coaches.

Then along came this invidious law that made the assumption that all those who wanted to help with the development of young people and disabled, amongst others, are potential abusers or paedophiles.  

In all of the time that I was associated with Junior Table Tennis in Essex, it was only necessary to have the confidence and agreement of parents in order to take the juniors all over the country, sometimes staying overnight, because of weekend competitions. There were times when I would take only one junior to a tournament and this may have entailed staying overnight. I cannot recall any instance of an Essex junior under the care of Essex Officials, ever making any accusations of unacceptable behaviour against anyone. I do not believe that Essex was an exception and it leaves me to believe that this draconian law is unlikely to save one child from abuse or even murder. Ask yourself the question. Would any potential paedophile or abuser request certification?, of course not. Would Turkeys vote for Christmas?, I doubt it.

- - - Continued Next Page - - -

So now we are left with a situation which will ensure that there will be a severe reduction in the level of voluntary workers, and who gains? Certainly not the youngsters, that is for sure. For my part and although I had stated that I would cease coaching if this law continued to be enforced, I have changed my mind, because I know that the juniors in Rugby need myself and other volunteers like me if they are to achieve two aims.

1. To excel in the sports/pastimes of their choice.

2. To become part of an integrated, caring and responsible social community and perhaps carry on the good work as volunteers, giving something back in recognition of what they have enjoyed,  and because they will believe that there lies the way  for society to progress.

I believe that it is necessary for youngsters and disadvantaged persons to have the confidence and assurance that if they encounter any treatment that is socially unacceptable, they can talk to caring persons who take up the cudgels on their behalf.  That way lies confident members of society.

However, I have no confidence that this or any other government will desist from the current form filling attitude and will continue to adopt, “I know best” attitudes, when in fact precious few have ever lived in the real world and, more importantly, have led a rather privileged upbringing and what is more important have probably never had a real job in their lives.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to talk through your ‘tabletennischat’ line.

Howard replies

Thanks Dick

I must admit that I consider the Current Child Protection Legislation to be OTT (Over The Top) and extremely complicated.   Too much contradictory information has been published and it is difficult to advise upon the correct steps to be taken in order to comply with the legal legislation.

I understand that the ETTA has a “Code of Conduct” but I would like to see more publicity given to it’s existence.

I have contacted Judy Rogers at the ETTA and hope to comment further in future issues.

Let’s be fair, the World is changing and we need to move with the times.  We are all concerned for the safety of children in our care and want them to feel safe in the environment that we provide. 

 







