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Free Table Tennis was pleased that the October edition of Table Tennis News came out on time, and hopes that future issues will continue this much-requested development.  

Unfortunately, we got a new photograph of the Chairman taking up over half a page.  “A picture speaks a thousand words” – sorry it’s all Old News.

But then the headline “Straight Talk” took up another one/third of a page.

Despite the headline, ‘Straight Talk’, Mr Murdoch states “Many of the ETTA Rules and our decision making process have remained similar since 1948.”  What a load of rubbish!  Sorry, Mr Murdoch – have you looked at the 1948 Rulebook?  Do you know what the decision making process was?

OR are you just trying to justify your proposals to take away the rights of the local league when changes to the Rules are proposed?

Despite having two whole pages, less headlines, in which to write; Alex fails to mention another casualty from his Management Committee.  Despite being the subject of rumours for a couple of months, National Councillors were only informed in the week prior to the October National Council meeting that Jenny Heaton had resigned.  According to the chairman’s report, Jenny has resigned because she is moving house.  Surely she knew this when she stood for election in April?
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Please include in your next edition your solutions to all the problems you perceive. Attacking people is easy providing, a viable alternative is harder.

Simon Price

FTT replies – this was received five minutes before starting to distribute FTT9.  Alex Murdoch has had four years – you give me five minutes!  As we have said, Alex saw the problems in his Election Manifesto…

Firstly, recognise that there is a problem …. Our readers recognise that there are problems.  We will continue this next time!

In the last issue of Free Table Tennis, we highlighted the ETTA Chairman’s reaction to an article in FTT3 by Brian Halliday in which he voiced his concern over the election of the Chairman’s wife to an ITTF committee.  

Alex explained that he had complained on behalf of his county association only about the personal attack upon his wife.  

FTT apologises to Val who appears to have been innocently implicated in this matter.

Brian Halliday has asked that the matter be on the agenda for the next National Council meeting, and Free Table Tennis thought that would end the matter. But no!

IF ONLY THIS WERE THE END OF THE MATTER..

If only that were the end of the matter!  There is an unhappy sequel and this concerns Peter Bradley, the Deputy Chairman of the E.T.T.A. and No.2 in the Murdoch administration.  We quote from his follow-up letter.  


“It is not often that I get to write and complain about a fellow 

Administrator but I have got to the stage where I believe that 

the NC for Berkshire is bringing the County into disrepute.  

At the last NC meeting he was very personal in his criticism 

of a management committee member.  Currently he has made 

further personal attacks on other members of the management 

team via the latest FTT newsletters.  I would hope that the NC 

for Berkshire is not speaking like this on behalf of your committee.  

Therefore I would ask (you) to reconsider his position.”  

The request to “reconsider his (Brian’s) position (as National Councillor)” is seen by us as putting pressure on the county to sack a member from a position that he has held for many years to the presumed satisfaction of the people he is elected to serve.  

It is particularly unfortunate that the letter continues with:


There is a great deal of opportunities for Counties, Leagues and 

Clubs to obtain monies to increase participation, funding etc. 

via the County Sports Partnerships (CSP) or alternatively via 

schools through the Community Sport Network (CSN).  This 

was explained at the ETTA Conference last weekend where 

keynote speakers stressed the need for good cooperation through 

the regions and regional committees.  Unfortunately, just two 

or three NC’s attended and only four of the nine regional 

committees were represented.  Your regional chairman did 

attend.  Alex has sent a note to NC’s about this so you should 

hear about it at your next meeting.  Please remember that it is 

the National Council that makes the final decision on all matters 

with regard to the progress of the ETTA.

I am sorry to be a miserable old fxxx!”

..  Continued Next Page ..

The comments upon funding have no connection with the complaints about Councillor Halliday who, in any event wrote as a private citizen, ETTA member, indeed ETTA Vice President, an honour bestowed on him by the ETTA in happier times.

One asks why the matter of funding is raised at this time. Is this meant to be a hint to come in line, to fire a good Councillor to qualify for funding?  We do not wish to imply this, but the seamless drift into the topic may be seen by others confirming their worst suspicions.

What is utterly wrong is the effort by the ETTA’s No.2 to get a National Councillor fired (‘to reconsider his position’ means nothing else).

This is so wrong that we suggest that Deputy Chairman Bradley should now consider his own position and members of National Council may well tell him this when next they meet.

No evidence was produced that Councillor Halliday did anything wrong other than criticise the chairman and management.  In a democratic organisation to do so is not only a right but a duty.  Far from seeing critics as trouble makers, we see them as an essential part of a healthy ETTA.  Our governing body has far too long paid little attention to the rights of members and one can see further trends to make life as unpleasant as possible for the perceived trouble makers and other critics.  They have made Table Tennis News a ‘critic free zone’, willingly pay the price of lower circulation that echoes the boredom and despair of members and former readers.

Free Table Tennis now provides a platform for everybody.  In time this will remind our leaders whom they are intended to serve, who elected them.  The days when they thought, in the absence of all criticism, that they were perfect and that everybody was happy with some very feeble efforts, are over.

They survive only because of the absence of an alternative candidate for the chair.  That apart, heavy defeat is in the air.

Their chance to mend their ways is still there, but it is not in denying members free speech and hunting down the critics, as one notes, in the plot to destroy Councillor Halliday.  This is a dark hour for the ETTA and we advise Deputy Chairman Bradley to apologise or, to use his own words. Reconsider his own position.
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Comments upon previous reports

Re  FTT8 - "News from a Local League Friend - p7

 

The types of rubber he mentions are not being "banned".  From next year they will not be on the ITTF Authorised List, which means that they cannot be used in competitions played under the ITTF Regulations for International Competitions.  But these regulations do not apply to Local Leagues, where the only requirement is for the racket covering to comply with the Laws in respect of colour, thickness etc, so in League matches he can go on using these rubbers for as long as he likes.

 

Colin Clemett, Secretary NURC

FTT comment – Thank you Colin.  So it does not apply to the players in top competitions, but the poor player in the bottom division of the local league will still have to learn to play against these ‘joke’ rubbers?

Howard

Your article criticising the nomination of the Chairman’s wife to a position on an ITTF committee, states the members of the ETTA management committee are proposed by Alex.

In fact, all members of National Council can nominate for the Vice-Chairman positions on the Management Committee.

Ian

FTT comment – Thank you Ian.  FTT accepts that National Councillors can nominate for the positions BUT the procedure has been in place for over ten years and, in that time, only one contested election has taken place.  During Mr Murdoch’s chairmanship, only people nominated by the chairman have been considered.

O – O – O – O – O
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RON ETHERIDGE WRITES - 

LOCAL LEAGUES

I strongly disagree with Keith Lesser that local leagues are facing an inevitable death. There are various reasons why numbers have gone down steadily. A major factor is the reduction of the premises made available by commercial concerns for our sport but the biggest reason has been the reluctance of so many leagues to recognise that times have changed. When I first played matches were five a side, 25 single games up to 21 points. This format was then reduced to four a side with the respective numbers one and two playing four singles and the numbers three and four doing likewise plus two doubles, all best of 3 games. This was then changed to three a side with just one doubles and later quite often omitting the doubles. I played in many matches that went on beyond midnight. Even with the change to games of 11 up best of five this can still make for long matches. Is it any wonder that parents are unhappy about very late nights for their offspring in view of the current climate? Despite many attempts to reduce the late nights by playing two a side, in most cases such propositions have been defeated by older players. Other sports have cut down times, In cricket shorter matches are increasingly popular, football now has penalty shoot outs instead of replays and lawn tennis has tie breaks. If leagues adapt there is still a future for them.

In years gone by there were youth clubs and church clubs from which young players migrated to league clubs. In fact many youth clubs entered teams in local leagues.

With local leagues there was a clear progression for the better players from clubs to inter league play and if they were good enough to county representation and if good enough to internationals.

I have said for some years that the plethora of British League play has affected local league numbers. There is nothing wrong with British League play for the top echelon but teams in the lower divisions feature players in many cases of at best division one league standard, discouraging those players from competing in their local leagues. And of course there are no loyalties as there were when representing your local league in inter league competition.

TABLE TENNIS NEWS
Having subscribed for very many years to the official magazine, after the first issue under new editorship I wrote to Richard Pettit congratulating him on the new presentation but at the same time commenting how difficult the small type was to read on the different coloured backgrounds. He replied to the effect that this would improve over time. Regrettably it has not, so on receipt of my renewal notice I wrote saying that as I needed a magnifying glass to read much of the text I would regretfully not be renewing. I also asked for my letter to be published in the next issue. Whether it has been I cannot say. One thing of which I am almost certain is that there is censorship in the magazine as there has been a complete absence of any Readers Letters for a long time. What a change from the good old days. I wrote to Alex Murdoch to say there certainly appeared to be censorship but of course he denied it. Surely the proof of the pudding is in the total absence of any comments from readers. 

ETTA & VETTS

When Alex Murdoch was elected as ETTA Chairman, an appointment for which I suggested the two local leagues with whom I remain connected should vote, I was in attendance at a Vetts Committee in which a number of senior members suggested to Alex that it might be wise to step down as the Vetts chairman to avoid any clash of interest. His response was that he would have no difficulty in managing both posts. I do not have sufficient knowledge of the workings of the ETTA to comment on whether his claim was justified but what concerns me is whether he is prepared to consult professionals in relation to ETTA business. He has enrolled several Vetts people for different important ETTA jobs, few of whom have had previous ETTA experience.

INTERNATIONAL MATCHES

Much has been made in your issues of the lack of international matches staged in this country. What must be remembered is that local leagues, with the support of the ETTA, staged many such events. With local leagues struggling to obtain enough volunteers to do important jobs within their own leagues it is perhaps not altogether surprising that there is a shortage of international matches in our country.

NEW REGISTRATION FORMS FOR LEAGUES

I first got sight of the new forms only very recently and was shocked by what I saw. There were so many personal questions for which I could see no particular reason. I am told that many leagues have refused to use them and I can understand why. Surely players competing in more than one league have always counted as though they were several players. If all leagues did use the new forms would that not blow a hole in the ETTA figures supplied to our sponsors?

IN CONCLUSION

I am wondering whether Alex Murdoch may be beginning to wonder whether he has inherited a poisoned chalice. His comments published in Table Tennis News have always struck a breezily optimistic stance but does he really believe that everything in the garden is lovely. I rather doubt it.

Ron Etheridge
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DAVID HARVEY WRITES -
I totally support Barry Meisel's view and remember competing in the Global tournaments many yrs ago before the ETTA (in their wisdom?) eventually scuppered entry to such events.
I stand to be corrected on this, as memory does tend to fail in advanced yrs, but I believe the ETTA also stated that anyone who competed in future Global events were banned for competing in any ETTA organised competitions.
Barry's points are well founded & structured and if we are to stand a chance of preventing the "Table Tennis Brain Drain" of elite players going abroad to earn a living (and who can blame them), we need to get sponsorship immediately and raise the level of prize money, which in turn will attract television etc.  
 

As Barry quite rightly alludes to Golf & Darts (once backroom games) have, with focus, been elevated into world wide forum by promotion (and sponsorship).
 

People like Barry with vision have made this happen!!.
 

Maybe Barry, could consider re-locating to the U.K. to weave his special kind of magic here, to get the game promoted financially and get us back on the map as a world wide top sport (hardly likely given where he is currently located).
 

Alex & Val I greatly respect, but I also agree with John Prean's comments that he has a lot of "Non functional People" around him whose lack of vision & application to the cause, is holding the sport back. Sorry Alex, good as I believe you are as a Chairman, you can only be truly effective, if you have a sound team around you who are all contributing effectively. In my view this is not the case!
 

My only comment about FTT is that it does come over highly critical in a lot of areas, a lot of which is valid, but not all. However criticism, I believe is good for debate, and as such I totally support the publication.
 

I also agree that we need to reinvigorate the English Open. How can we progress on the world stage if we do not have this prestigious event in the calendar?
 

Maybe this could also be taken up in the umbrella of Barry and that Alex could contact Barry about this and other promotional possibilities for our sport.
 

Lets take Barry up on his offers to promote the sport by sponsorship of tournaments etc and maybe even from Spain, we could find him a good position on the ETTA to promote our sport, as he certainly has the gift in this direction.
 
CHRIS TURPIN WRITES –

 

Once again many thanks for sending the latest copy of FTT which I must say that I am now finding more and more interesting with every issue received, the views and opinions expressed make great reading and also should be food for thought for our current administration.
 

I would just like to say that I found Dave Harvey's contribution to be very honest and open and full of great ideas for the future of our Sport, I whole heartedly agree with Dave that we should be using the vast experience that we already have in this country to coach our juniors and up and coming youngsters, surely the likes of Des Douglas, Carl Prean, John Hilton, Ryan Jenkins and Kevin Satchell could make a difference and also get our players into the top 100 of the men's world rankings which what we all would like to see.
 

His point about the Grand Prix's being too expensive is 100% correct. At my club Fusion this subject is always being discussed and people are always having to plan which Grand Prix's they can afford to go to, surely we should be trying to encourage people to go to all the tournaments....!!
 

Well done Dave Harvey for a most interesting and informative article..
Sorry Keith cannot agree that local leagues are a thing of the past, the leagues that you quoted are as you say elite leagues; not all players would be able take part in these leagues as the standard would be too high.  There is still a place for local leagues but lets make them more interesting.  As I said before central venues, two man/women teams which would mean youngsters would be finished earlier and parents would be happier to let them go out and play.

Perhaps it would be possible to incorporate junior leagues.  In my local leagues the Bromley and Sevenoaks have done fantastic work in trying to promote the sport to youngsters i.e. Len and Julie Pilfold from Kemnal Manor club and Janet and Dave Field at the Darenth Club both of these clubs have very good crops of juniors coming through which is very refreshing and long may it continue.
 

Finally Barry Meisel’s excellent offer to help assist the promotion of Table Tennis in this country is exactly what we need, good luck Barry and I hope your services and knowledge are used accordingly by the current administration.
Chris Turpin
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FTT is pleased to report that Alex Murdoch has contacted Barry Meisel as a result of his offer to help promote our Sport.

